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AFL GRAND FINAL — OPTUS STADIUM 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.08 pm]: I rise to update the house on the 
2021 AFL grand final that was recently held at Optus Stadium. The AFL confirmed that Optus Stadium would host 
the grand final, with 25 days to plan and deliver the biggest event on the Australian Rules calendar. To put this into 
perspective, last season Brisbane had 55 days to plan the 2020 grand final, and the AFL has previously stated that 
a Melbourne grand final generally requires four to five months of planning. In 25 days, Western Australia put on one 
of the greatest events the stadium has ever seen. I acknowledge VenuesLive, VenuesWest, Tourism Western Australia 
and the AFL, as well as a number of state government agencies, including the Public Transport Authority and 
Main Roads, for their hard work in bringing together this event. 
Between 2 September and 3 October, more than 240 000 fans attended Optus Stadium for what was a festival of 
football. These included two AFL finals, the AFL grand final, the Bledisloe Cup and the West Australian Football 
League grand final. There were 61 118 fans at the AFL grand final, the second largest sporting event at Optus Stadium, 
behind only the 2019 Bledisloe Cup. 
On the day, 160 000 cups of beer were sold, in addition to 18 000 bottles of water, 11 000 soft drinks, 16 000 serves 
of hot chips, 12 000 Mrs Mac’s pastry products and 6 000 burgers. At the peak, during half-time, 485 transactions 
were processed each minute. That is eight transactions a second in retail food and beverage outlets to ensure that fans 
were able to get back to their seats quickly and enjoy the entertainment. Food and beverage staff did a truly amazing 
job on the day, in a high pressure environment, to ensure that all fans were served quickly and had a great experience.  
The entertainment on the grand final day had a distinctly Western Australian flair, with Birds of Tokyo performing 
with the West Australian Symphony Orchestra, and Abbe May, Eskimo Joe, Stella Donnelly, John Butler, and 
Vikki Thorn and Donna Simpson from The Waifs, as well as the amazing Noongar artist Gina Williams accompanied 
by Guy Ghouse. Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts graduate Amy Manford belted out a wonderful 
performance of the national anthem and Dr Richard Walley delivered a stirring welcome to country.  
I commend Western Australians for getting right behind what was a big month of sport. From those who attended 
games to others who supported local pubs, bars and restaurants to watch the game or hosted family and friends at 
home around the barbecue, WA put on a tremendous show that did justice to the event and no doubt entertained 
fans right across Australia. 
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